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Shuraku Sake Bar and Bistro

833 Granville St., 604-687-6622. www.shuraku.net. Open for lunch and

dinner 7 days a week.

VANCOUVER - “| feel like Survivorman,” my partner said. | rolled my

eyes.

My brave he-man had just eaten a fried prawn head. We’d ordered
some spot prawn nigiri at Shuraku Sake Bar and Bistro. They arrived
achingly fresh with the heads sitting neatly beside the nigiri. “We can fry
them for you,” our server said. “Okay,” we trilled.

Upon their return, | lost my trill, nibbling only the tickle-me tentacles. My
partner dug in, though. Not quite Survivorman-like, he took mouse-sized

Nevada
Tuesday, June 30, 2009

It's getting serious:
Kelly Brook and
Danny Cipriani visit
estate agents as they
prepare to take the
next step

Daily Mail, UK

Tuesday, June 30, 2009

Skypoint's new
Rawbar restaurant
has food to recall
commuters to
downtown Tampa
after hours
CreativeLoafing.com
Tuesday, June 30, 2009

children; body to go on public display Friday:
Reports

Latest Abbotsford shooting has ‘earmarks of a
targeted hit'

Jon and Kate Plus 8 divorce: Jumping the shark
or just getting started?

Abbotsford woman 'sickened' by Vancouver
Island rugby players' antics aboard bus

UN gang leader moved to lllinois jail for posing ‘a
risk’ to SeaTac prison

Ex-Chilliwack student gets $1.37 million for field-
hockey injury

more »

BREAKING NEWS ALERTS

http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/Restaurant-+review+Shuraku+Sake+Bistro+where+survival+sweet/1636566/story. htmlI[6/30/2009 3:44:10 PM]


http://www.canwestglobal.com/brands/publishing.asp
http://vancouversun.shoplocal.com/
http://www.legacy.com/can-vancouver/Obituaries.asp
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/diversions/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/diversions/index.html
javascript:jumpToAnchor('#PostComment')
javascript:EmailThis('');
javascript:openWindow('/story_print.html?id=1636566&sponsor=','StoryPrint','toolbar=yes,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=680,height=650');
javascript:jumpToAnchor('#PostComment')
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.rgj.com/article/20090630/FOOD02/90630033/
http://www.rgj.com/article/20090630/FOOD02/90630033/
http://www.rgj.com/article/20090630/FOOD02/90630033/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1196624/Its-getting-Kelly-Brook-Danny-Cipriani-visit-estate-agents-prepare-step.html
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/skypoint_s_new_rawbar_restaurant_has_food_to_recall_commuters_to_downtown_tampa_after_hours/Content?oid=760845
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Person&q=Iori+Kataoka
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Asian+Food+and+Cooking
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Culture+and+Lifestyle
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Person&q=Iori+Kataoka
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Asian+Food+and+Cooking
http://www.vancouversun.com/Life/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Culture+and+Lifestyle
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d936%26ComboId%3d0%26title%3dEducators-No-1-Online-Graduate-School-Program
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d936%26ComboId%3d0%26title%3dEducators-No-1-Online-Graduate-School-Program
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d936%26ComboId%3d0%26title%3dEducators-No-1-Online-Graduate-School-Program
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2048%26ComboId%3d3613%26title%3dScholarships-available-for-parents-going-back-to-s
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2048%26ComboId%3d3613%26title%3dScholarships-available-for-parents-going-back-to-s
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2048%26ComboId%3d3613%26title%3dScholarships-available-for-parents-going-back-to-s
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d1995%26ComboId%3d3780%26title%3dAs-population-ages-business-opportunities-multiply
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d1995%26ComboId%3d3780%26title%3dAs-population-ages-business-opportunities-multiply
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000759890/mnum=0000691565/cstr=59683933=_4a4a94b3,7425057112,759890^691565^292^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=59683933/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d1995%26ComboId%3d3780%26title%3dAs-population-ages-business-opportunities-multiply
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Michael+Jackson+biological+father+children+body+public+display+Friday+Reports/1747603/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Michael+Jackson+biological+father+children+body+public+display+Friday+Reports/1747603/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Michael+Jackson+biological+father+children+body+public+display+Friday+Reports/1747603/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Latest+Abbotsford+shooting+earmarks+targeted/1746975/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Latest+Abbotsford+shooting+earmarks+targeted/1746975/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Kate+Plus+divorce+Jumping+shark+just+getting+started/1724716/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Kate+Plus+divorce+Jumping+shark+just+getting+started/1724716/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Abbotsford+woman+sickened+Vancouver+Island+rugby+players+antics+aboard/1744507/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Abbotsford+woman+sickened+Vancouver+Island+rugby+players+antics+aboard/1744507/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/gang+leader+moved+Illinois+jail+posing+risk+SeaTac+prison/1745141/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/gang+leader+moved+Illinois+jail+posing+risk+SeaTac+prison/1745141/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Chilliwack+student+gets+million+field+hockey+injury/1745075/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Chilliwack+student+gets+million+field+hockey+injury/1745075/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/most-popular-articles.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/most-popular-articles.html
http://www.shuraku.net./
http://clicks.eyereturn.com/redir.aspx?erqs_CID=4273&erqs_dut=true&erqs_SegID=117738&erqs_RedirURL=http%3A//ad.ca.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/385c/3/0/*/e%3B216032655%3B0-0%3B1%3B31591424%3B1-468/60%3B31311136/31329012/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/2/19/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3Fhttp%3A//www.homedepot.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CatalogSearchResultView%3FcatalogId%3D10051%26storeId%3D10051%26langId%3D-15%26Nty%3D1%26Ntx%3Dmode+matchall%26Ntk%3Dlevel1%26D%3D1%26Dx%3Dmode+matchall%26catNav%3D2%26N%3D113040%26utm_source%3DCBC%26utm_medium%3D728x90%252Bbanner%26utm_campaign%3DOPE728x90Spring09%26eid%3DOPECBC728x90Spring09&erqs_tokenID=122845
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/weather/index.html?city=vancouver&rg=bc
https://members.canada.com/login.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=vancouversun&ReturnUrl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vancouversun.com%2fLife%2fRestaurant%2breview%2bShuraku%2bSake%2bBistro%2bwhere%2bsurvival%2bsweet%2f1636566%2fstory.html
https://members.canada.com/login.aspx?site=cc&provider=vsi&brand=vancouversun&returnurl=http://webmail.canada.com
https://members.canada.com/login.aspx?site=cc&provider=vsi&brand=vancouversun&returnurl=http://webmail.canada.com
http://www.vancouversun.com/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/business/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/sports/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/travel/index.html
http://www.working.com/vancouversun/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/cars/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/index.html?branding=vancouversun
http://vancouversun.oodle.com/
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/fashion-beauty/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/food/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/westcoast-life/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/parenting/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/relationships/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/diversions/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/in-the-garden/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/eat-drink/index.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/green-living/
javascript:setClass('storypage','story_content');
javascript:setClass('storypage','story_photo_content');
javascript:setClass('storypage','story_photo_content');
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_01');
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_02');
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_03');

Restaurant review: Shuraku Sake Bar and Bistro, where survival is sweet

bites and stopped at the accusing little black eyeballs. (For those out of Sign up to receive e-mail alerts on breaking news
. . . . . from The Vancouver Sun.
the loop, Survivorman is a TV show where this guy is dumped in the

wilderness and films himself surviving without food or shelter or tools for you@canada.com [ m

seven days in each episode.) Our Privacy Statement

Be it the 25 premium sakes by the glass, the twinklingly fresh sushi, the

stand-out tempura or the lure of fried spot prawn heads, you're in for a
MORE LIFE HEADLINES »

unique dining experience at Shuraku.
Curing cabin fever

We love our cabins. Full of fun,
family and friends, they're not always

You might think it's an izakaya, the plot in many of the newer Japanese
restaurants. Although Vancouver izakayas have migrated upward from

the beer-plus-eats version in Japan, Shuraku is much too polished to ritzy -but they make for great

. . memories. Whether your getaway is a cabin, a ...
count as one. It does offer small plates and sharing plates, but it also 4 HOURS AGO

offers sushi and sashimi, not common in izakayas. Instead of beer, or .
. ) . . From guyliner to man-scara
wine, they really make a big deal of sake, a tribute to owner lori

Kataoka's grandfather, who was a sake maker. (The “shu” in Shuraku

Internet can't replace TLC, study finds
means sake.)

Kataoka also owns Zest restaurant at Dunbar and 16th, a really polished Save time, save skin with hybrid SPF lotions
Japanese restaurant which | recommend. She bought out Kitto, which

she operated in this same spot for 10 years. Shuraku is its
transformation. Experience Internet
powered by light.

A prawn head or two, incidentally, is not adventurous dining for the |

Japanese. “The Japanese would not miss it,” Kataoka says. = : A :
P P y Get unbelievably fast connection

The chef, Masahiro Omori, worked in high-end hotels in Tokyo but also speeds up to 20 Mbps!*
wanted to learn izakaya cooking so after his high-end shifts, he worked

in an izakaya. Shuraku blends the two styles. Omori is the one with the

black plastic hair band holding back his hair, girlie-style. “It's supposed to Mot avhilable inall arees _Q
Qwest

be trendy,” Kataoka says, sounding like she needs more convincing.

The sushi we tried were top- notch; there are the classics as well as — - -
“Innovative Rolls” which | often find go over the top with sauces and

extreme size. His are more refined; however, one exception, called Pink

Igloo (deep-fried salmon, scallions, radish, sushi rice wrapped in pink

soybean paper and sitting on drizzles of cream cheese mayo) was bland

in spite of all that was going on. | liked the Renkon Hasami Age (a lightly

deep-fried sushi roll with shrimp and lotus root).

The back ribs glazed with Japanese barbecue sauce are positively
yummy; the Ban Ban Gee is a tweaked Chinese-style chicken. Cold
shredded chicken with sesame sauce is tamped into a puck so dense
the server loosens it with a fork for you. The eggplant poppers are cool
considering most everything you do with eggplant is limp and wet. These
crunch. He inserts chicken and pork into an incision in a piece of
eggplant, batters, then deep-fries it to a light crispiness.

Shuraku is easy to miss on Granville Street amid what looks like a
psycho public works project. Wear sensible shoes because while Canada
Line construction continues, you'll be slip-sliding on gravel.

Sun Restaurant Critic. mstainsby@vancouversun.com.

Restaurant visits are conducted anonymously and interviews are done
by phone.
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